CATHEDRAL OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHOIR

a M. César Franck

Cantique de Jean Racine

(Canticle of Jean Racine)

Words by Jean Racine (1639-99) GABRIEL FAURE (1845-1924)
Translation by John Rutter Op. 11
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. Fauré: Cantique de Jean Racine, op. 11
From 1854 till 1865 Fauré was a pupil at the Ecole
Niedermeyer in Paris, a newly-founded school for training
future church musicians. He composed the Cantigue in his
final year and entered it for the school’s composition prize,
which it won. Some ten years later it was published in a
church music series called Echo des Maitrises; this series
was edited by Romain Bussine, co-founder with Saint-
Saéns of the Société Nationale de musique, an organiz-
ation dedicated to the promotion of French music. In 1905
the Cantique was orchestrated, though (as with other
Fauré works) there is doubt whether Fauré himself did the
orchestration. Racine’s text comes from his collection
Hymnes traduites du bréviaire romain. The Latin hymn
from which it is translated, Consors paterni luminis, is in
the Ambrosian style but of unknown authorship.
Source: first edition (Schoen, Paris, c.1875).



